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SURVEY OF TURKEY’S BILECIK PROV I NCE 


/Comment The following report is a summary of one of 

weevw - " 3 ° r i 3urv ^ s of Turkish provinces published in special 
• y supplements of the Istanbul daily newspaper Vatan J 

General 

r Bi *- Clk ^ a province of ruins and poverty, the legacy o' the War for 
Independence The government has now selected it as ie a et/ vh 
apply its "model province" project. The aln of th- ? ? 1 " t0 
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allocating ^1^0^ as "muc.n money “as^ts budget*peraUs .^[udie^a^ ^ 

tab e„ legumes, ana industrial plants. Agriculture has been but little 
mechanized , there being only 36 tractors in the province. 

7n ”^ h respect ^ cereals, 350,000 decares are devoted to wheat 
TO. 000 decares to barley, 15,000 dacares to rye, and Lo, 000 decarer to 
aline tt Leg ^' n f S acc ° unt for 31,060 decares. Cotton is a relatively"" new c>-op 
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The silk industry was once very Important and Bilecik silks and velvets 
were exported throughout the world. At one time, the province contained 22 
factories with more than 600 looms. The use of rayon, falling prices, and 
the destruction of the mulberry trees virtually brought the industry to a 
standstill. An attempt has now been under way for several years to revive 
the industry. A 4, 000 -member cooperative is active and is operating a silk 
factory; there are still several times as many independent producers as 
belong to the cooperative. Bilecik *s present annual production of cocoons 
is 400,000 kilograms. 

Viticulture is also much less important today than in the past, but 
the Ziraat (Agriculture) Bank is now extending credits in an effort to 
encourage the planting of new vineyards. The Agriculture Ministry has 
established a nursery in the vicinity of Bilecik Station, which annually 
distributes 20,000-30,000 shoots to the peasants. There are now 25,000 
decares of vineyards, and the area is constantly increasing. Eighty percent 
of the grape production is exported to Eskisehir and other provinces while 
the remainder is consumed locally. Wine production is also beginning; one 
plant has already been built by a Mehmet Gercek. 

Mining 


The mountain range extending from Bursa to 3ilecik contains rich mineral 
deposits, including manganese, lignite, and asbestos. At present, the pro- 
vincial government is in contact with several German firms who have expressed 
an interest in the exploitation of the asbestos deposits. 

The province also has numerous rock and marble quarries, which have long 
been operated. The marble quarries are not being worked at present because 
of Lack of capital. 

Immigrants 


The Directorate General of Soil and Settlement has assigned 265 families 
of Bulgarian immigrants to the province. Of these, 140 families have been 
nettled and provided with homes. Also, 5.592 decares of land, 55,^00 
kilograms of seed, 39 wagons, 6l span of oxen, 63 plows, and 14 harrows have 
been distributed to them. In addition, the Ziraat Bank has provided them 
with 1^1,990 lira in credits. 

Arrangements have been completed for settling the remaining 125 families. 
Education 


Ninety-four percent of the children of school age in the province are 
attending school -- a total of 15, £02 (7,112 girls, 8,690 boys). There are 
a total of 226 village schools and 13 others in cities and towns three in 
Bilecik; two each in Bazarcik, Bozoyuk, and Inonu; and one each in Kuplu, Sogut, 
Golpazan, and Osmaneli. In addition, Bilecik has a girls' evening trade 
school, a men’s secondary trade school, and a regular secondary school. There 
are also secondary schools in Bozoyuk, Golpazan^ and Sogut, while in Osmaneli 
and Inorm, societies have been organized with the aim of opening similar schools 
An orphan's school was established in 19^9 in Yarhisar, which now ha3 72 girl 
students end a teaching staff of eight. 

Health 


The general health situation is very good. There is a 35-bed state 
hospital in Bilecik, dispensaries in Golpazan and Sogut, and a health center 
in Bozoyuk. Government doctors, health officers^, and midwives are maintained 
in the central and four other districts. 
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is still only half “etuil^ As^ef ^ ^ ° f Inde P endenc * and 

The city la Ltuallyl^tvo parJf’oU B U^Tr SScUsSSo 
si^uation°make8^development h difficult'? 5 kll ° meters from the railroad? 13 This 

a hydroelec trl^plant fTE $*“ C “ y ±S consideri ^ the construction of 
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Bozoyuk District 

s y 

to revive it; new vineyards have been pLuntrd ! ir./r.-f nre nov under vay 
now occupy between 7,000-8,000 decares P " d are expected * Vineyards 

Es klsehlr 'alone ^ 10 ° the" las t 2 W? 4 °° ™ved to 

power, there is sLe uJht industry ' ^ t0 ^ of electric 

facture and woodworking, especially ’furniture?" S ° Chlefly of textile manu- 

been rebuilt since^then 6 ' 61 ^ destr °yed in the War for Independence but has 
Sogut District 
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the raising of fruits / 5 ' rne chief occupation of the people is 

beets are becoming increasing^ f llkwonns - C °“°» andsugar 

of the Sakarya valley villages^** Tozran *r ° tton is now the chief occupation 
Koyunlu, Esri, Akcasu, Eyra^ 7 ’ Inllhlsar ' 

^ugar beets, a relatively new rmn i ’ Hamitabat > Boreak, and Kure, 

Oluklu, and Savcibey. in connection Cit>° n ^ ntrated ar ° Und 3ogut ' Zey ^ ' Ke P en > 
to irrigation matters; plans for -mall irri^M Cr ° PS ' attenti °n is being paid 
valley villages have been formulated irrlgatl ° n P r ° dects seven Sakarya 

istratively e by■' :, EfkLehir t ^ovlncel , t^h^^Hr^ admln ‘ 

district^s'agricultnra^productsl e *'^ r * S ^ 

lacks°l schoo lt'whil^only'^seven ' villages ''iac.rt'roads!^^''" 1 ' 5121 '^ ViUat!e ~ 

Bj.lec'lk^and'^neighborlng'provinc 's" f” in 

/cotton7 Kins in Sogut " 1 ' ,illc P lants and two 
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